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                                                **PRESS RELEASE** 

San Francisco Nonprofits Secure Long-Term Leases With One Million in Funds 
31 social & arts organizations to receive awards from the City 

 
San Francisco, CA —The Office of Economic and Workforce Development (OEWD), the Mayor’s Office of 
Housing and Community Development, and the San Francisco Arts Commission with key partners today 
announced grants of over $1 million to support 31 social service, child care and arts nonprofit 
organizations. As part of the San Francisco Nonprofit Sustainability Initiative, 76 community 
organizations have received $4.5 million over the past two years in financial awards and real estate 
services to secure long-term leases and affordable spaces while continuing to provide vital services to 
residents. 
 
“San Francisco’s nonprofit organizations are essential partners that advance shared prosperity, provide 
vital safety net services and cultivate the creativity and advocacy of all residents in our communities. 
Together, we are taking on intractable challenges and strengthening a community built on San Francisco 
values,” said Mayor Ed Lee. 
 
San Francisco’s Nonprofit Sustainability Initiative deploys a variety of tools to help stabilize nonprofits, 
including the Nonprofit Displacement Mitigation Fund, which was unanimously approved by the Mayor 
and the Board of Supervisors in October 2014. The Mayor’s 2016-17 and 2017-18 budget includes an 
additional $6 million investment to help nonprofits start, stay and grow by providing real estate 
assistance, including new resources to help acquire permanent space, explore shared spaces and form 
strategic partnerships. 
 
“Under the direction of Mayor Lee, the Office of Economic and Workforce Development works to 
implement the Nonprofit Sustainability Initiative to find and secure space in San Francisco for 
nonprofits. Our goal is to ensure these vital social service and arts agencies stabilize and grow within the 
community so that residents continue to benefit from the work of these institutions that employ more 
than 116,000 people,” said Todd Rufo, Director of the Office of Economic and Workforce Development. 
 
In order to expedite the technical assistance services and financial assistance support for organizations 
in need, the City selected the Northern California Community Loan Fund (NCCLF) in partnership with the 
Community Arts Stabilization Trust and Urban Solutions to manage the recent financial awards through 
a competitive process. The 31 social service and arts nonprofits that received financial awards and 
technical assistance through the City’s partners include:  
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- Twenty-four social service awardees that provide child care, health services, legal assistance, 
and education to low-income seniors, veterans, homeless, families and youth in San Francisco: A 
Better Way; Bay Area Legal Aid; California Institute of Integral Studies; California Childcare 
Resource & Referral Network; EARN, Inc.; Homebridge; Homeless Youth Alliance; Instituto 
Familiar de la Raza; Mission Childcare Consortium; Mission Graduates; New Door Ventures; 
OneJustice; Pangea Legal Services; Portola and Excelsior Family Connections; Positive 
Resource Center; Project Inform; Schools, Mentoring and Resource Team (SMART); San 
Francisco Community Land Trust; San Francisco Conservations Corps; Success Center San 
Francisco; Tax Aid; Tenants Together; Western Addition Community Technology Center and 
Working Solutions 
 

- Seven arts organizations that promote a wide range of cultural resources and programming, 
dance and theatre performances, exhibitions, arts education and workshops: 
Cartoon Art Museum; Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual, Transgender Historical Society; Golden Thread 
Productions; ITVS; SafeHouse for the Performing Arts; Center for Sex and Culture; San 
Francisco Gay Men’s Chorus  

 
These grants are one component of the City’s Nonprofit Sustainability Initiative, a collaborative effort 
that was launched in response to the recommendations of the Nonprofit Displacement Working Group, 
a group of 14 nonprofit representatives who worked with members of ten city departments to research 
and prioritize solutions to fortify the nonprofit sector. 
 
"These important investments will help ensure that San Francisco's vibrant arts and culture scene 
continues to thrive for years to come. Safe, welcoming and accessible arts spaces are critical to keeping 
San Francisco a unique and creative city, and the Arts Commission commends these organizations on 
their efforts to establish long-term homes,” said Tom DeCaigny, Director of Cultural Affairs. 
With increasing demands for government services, the City’s nonprofits often work in partnership with 
the City to address complex challenges and th needs of residents and their constituencies.  In 2015-16, 
the city’s collective financial investment in nonprofits increased by more than $48.8 million, the largest 
increase in more than 10 years. 
 
Examples of nonprofits that have secured space with support from this round of awards are:  
 

• San Francisco Gay Men’s Chorus (SFGMC), which made a pragmatic decision to consolidate 
space to manage their occupancy costs in this market. Through City assistance, they secured a 5-
year lease with a 5-year renewal option at 526 Castro Street and received funding for tenant 
improvements to the space so that it can best meet their needs. Founded in 1978, SFGMC was 
the first choral organization to courageously proclaim its orientation in its name and is credited 
with helping start the LGBT choral movement that now spans the entire globe. Its mission is to 
create extraordinary musical experiences that inspire community, activism and compassion. 

• Homeless Youth Alliance, which secured a 5-year lease with a 5-year renewal option and 
opened a new administrative space on Haight Street. The organization works with 



 
 
 
 
 
 

approximately 2,000 youth annually, aged 13-29, who live on the streets in the Haight-Ashbury 
and Castro districts, meeting them where they are at and helping them build healthier lives. 

• Instituto Familiar de la Raza (IFR), which was nearly displaced from its current space on Mission 
Street, but was able to come to an agreement on a 5-year lease. Founded in 1978, Instituto 
Familiar de la Raza works to support the mental and physical health of Chicano/Latino, 
multicultural/multiracial families, and youth and adults.  

• The Cultural Conservancy, which successfully renewed its lease at the Thoreau Center in the 
Presidio for a 5-year term. Its mission is to protect and restore indigenous cultures, empowering 
them in the direct application of their traditional knowledge and practices on their ancestral 
land. 
 

 “Homeless Youth Alliance closed the doors of its drop-in center on Christmas Day, 2013 and has 
inquired about over 160 leases since then. This grant and the generous contributions from individuals 
provide some much-needed stability to secure an administrative space as we continue building toward a 
new, permanent home for all our services,” said Mary Howe, Executive Director of Homeless Youth 
Alliance. “While this is a huge milestone for us, finding a safe space that our young people can access 
and call their own is still our major goal.” 
For a complete list of grantees and awards, please visit: www.ncclf.org 
 

### 
The Northern California Community Loan Fund is a nonprofit lender and consulting organization headquartered in 
San Francisco which provides financing, financial expertise, and socially responsible investment opportunities that 
benefit hundreds of community-based organizations serving low income people in Northern and Central California.   
 
The Community Arts Stabilization Trust (CAST) secures space and works with community arts organizations to 
help develop and strengthen their financial and organizational capacity to purchase permanent facilities and 
navigate complex real estate issues. By collaborating with local government agencies, businesses, civic leaders, 
funders and artists, CAST celebrates, promotes, and preserves artistic and cultural traditions and innovations. Its 
goal is to ensure that San Francisco remains a vibrant and thriving home for arts organizations that sustain 
creativity, community participation, economic development and neighborhood stability. 
 
Through 1:1 technical assistance to small businesses, workshops to support business owners, leasing services and 
neighborhood revitalization programs, Urban Solutions makes visible impact, from open storefronts that 
transform blighted vacancies to proud small business owners who support their families and their city. Urban 
Solutions’ overarching goal is to build strong neighborhoods, one business at a time. 
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