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Below is a short guide on the data presented in the San Francisco neighborhood socioeconomic profiles, along with a
brief guide on how to use the data. This guide is not intended to be exhaustive, but to serve as a starting point for data
exploration. For more detailed information on using American Community Survey (ACS) data, please consult
Understanding and Using American Community Survey Data: What All Data Users Need to Know.1
Data Presented
The neighborhood profiles include the following data based on 2019 ACS 5-Year Estimates:
•
•
•

Population characteristics by race/ethnicity, age distribution, educational attainment, and poverty status;
citizenship status, place of birth, and language spoken at home;
Households characteristics, including size, composition, tenure, and income; and
Employment characteristics by race/ethnicity, gender, age groups, disability and veteran status.

Using the Data
•

•

When using the data, it is best to compare across group within the year. For example:
o African American unemployment (10%) in San Francisco is almost 2.5 times greater than the rate for the
City overall (4.2%); or
o African American unemployment is concentrated in BVHP, Western Addition, OMI, SOMA, Bernal
Heights, and Tenderloin neighborhoods
ACS data are estimates with a margin of error. It does not represent an actual socioeconomic characteristic.
Presenting ACS data without stating that the data is an estimate would be inaccurate and incorrect.

About the Data
•
•
•

•

•
•

Data uses 5-years ACS estimates, which use multiple year samples to estimate population or household variables
(e.g. ACS 2019 data include samples from 2019, 2018, 2017, 2016, and 2015).
San Francisco neighborhoods are defined using Analysis Neighborhood boundaries found on DataSF.2
For employment data, the number of people the ACS classifies as “employed,” “unemployed,” and “not in the
labor force” are higher than the official Current Population Survey (CPS) estimates used by Employment
Development Department (EDD). A number of factors account for these differences, including that the CPS only
counts a person as unemployed if that person is actively engaged in a job search (e.g. interviewing, calling
contacts). 3
The definitions for race and ethnicity for the population and employment are not the same.
o For population data, those who reported to be Latino/Hispanic are presented as Latino/Hispanic of any
race. There is no double counting.
o For employment data, only those reported as White exclude those who identified as Latino/Hispanic.
For all other races, Latino/Hispanic is included. This means that there is double counting. This is most
clear when comparing American Indian/Alaskan Native labor force to its population, where the former
includes those that are Latino/Hispanic, while the latter does not.
Data has not been tested for reliability or statistical significance, as such it should be used with caution. As a
general rule, the smaller the data point the less reliable the data.
Data for which there is a null value is presented as “-“.

https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/acs/guidance/handbooks/general.html
https://data.sfgov.org/Geographic-Locations-and-Boundaries/Analysis-Neighborhoods/p5b7-5n3h
3 https://www.bls.gov/lau/acsqa.htm
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The Department of Public Health and the
Mayor’s Office of Housing and Community
Development, with support from the Planning
Department, created these 41 neighborhoods
by grouping 2010 Census tracts, using
common real estate and residents’ definitions
for the purpose of providing consistency in the
analysis and reporting of socio-economic,
demographic, and environmental data, and
data on City-funded programs and services.
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